BURTON JOYCE PARISH COUNCIL

AMENITIES COMMITTEE
Draft Minutes of Meeting held at the Poplars Sports Ground
15th November 2011 at 7.30pm

Present: 
 Cllrs P Blandamer (Chair), C Blandamer, Cluff, Fife, Gale, Hyde & Potter
In attendance: Jackie Dawn (Parish Clerk),David List (Ground & Amenities Manager)
11/184
Apologies:
None
11/185
Declaration of interest: Cllr Fife declared an interest in item 7c on the agenda Allotments, application for a second shed.
11/186
Minutes of the meeting held on 24th October 2011: With the exception of the correction to 11/183 The Grove: the recommendation that the Parish Council approve the re-seeding of the wildflower area and provision of native bulbs to a maximum value of £200 at the discretion of the Ground & Amenities Manager, it was resolved to accept the Minutes as a true record.
11/187
Information Update: It was noted that all items for information were on the agenda.
11/188        
Roberts Recreation Ground

Cllr Cluff reported that Groundworks were about to go out to tender for the new play equipment. It was noted that the response to the consultation exercise on the revised plan had been positive. Although final costings were not yet known, it was anticipated that approximately £150k would be spent on the first ¾ of the project plan with funding applications for the final ¼ being submitted to other waste management schemes
The Parish Clerk, Cllrs Cluff and P Blandamer had attended a meeting with Gedling Borough Council officers to initiate discussions about the provision of a public toilet on the playground. Following a discussion it was agreed that the Parish Clerk would clarify ownership of the land on which the current closed provision is sited and that a meeting would be arranged with Cllr Paul Feeney – Gedling Borough Council, portfolio holder for Direct Services to determine a way forward. 
Cllr Cluff left the meeting at this point.
11/189
Christmas Lights

The Parish Clerk provided a brief update on the installation and switching-on of the village’s Christmas lights. It was agreed that Burton Joyce Players would be asked to participate in the event by arranging for characters from their forthcoming pantomime to switch on the lights.
11/190
Cemetery
a. Members were invited to send their comments to the Parish Clerk on the draft letter to holders of reserved cemetery plots. 
b. In response to a request from a resident to purchase a casket burial plot for her mother it was agreed that the fee to be charged would be a resident in respect of the plot and a non-resident in respect of the internment of ashes.

c. It was noted that the cemetery fees had last been reviewed in October 2011. Members considered the fees in relation to Gedling Borough Council’s charges and noted that they would be introducing an anticipated 5% increase to their charges in January. It was recommended that a revised schedule of charges to include a 10% increase for resident’s fees, to match Gedling Borough Council’s rates for non-residents and maintain the search fee at £30 per hour be presented to the Parish Council for approval at its December meeting for implementation in January 2012. 

Cllr Fife left the meeting at this point
11/191
Allotments

a. The application to erect a poly-tunnel was approved.
b. It was agreed that applicant who wished to install a pond on his allotment be invited to provide plans and proposed dimensions prior to approval being granted.

c. The application to erect a second shed was granted as the applicant had already had approval to erect one shed the size of the two combined sheds

d. Due to a number of practical issues the proposal with regard to small ‘starter’ plots was not considered viable at this time
e. Members agreed to defer further discussion on a relaxation of the resident criteria for priority allocation of allotment until a later date

f. It was recommended that the Parish Council engage a contractor to flail and rotivate plot numbers 21b and 21c at a maximum cost of £200, to change plot 21 into halves not thirds and to allow plot holder 21a to increase his plot to a half.

11/192
Maintenance & Items of Capital Expenditure


Cllrs Hyde and Potter agreed to switch off the water supply to the allotments for the winter.
11/193
Budget Proposals



Members noted the list of proposals as presented and agreed that these should be put forward as part of the 2012/12 budget negotiations. In relation to the discussion on the future of the existing parish office, it was agreed that the Parish Clerk would investigate the rateable value of a shed.








Meeting closed 9pm







Date of next meeting: 
Tuesday 17th January 2012
