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PREFACE AND SUMMARY 

Burton Joyce Parish Council  (BJPC) is opposing the planning application  ref: 2010/0289  

by STW (STW) ( òthe Applicantó) for two  wind turbines  and associated infrastr ucture in 

Stoke Bardolph.  

BJPC is totally in favour of  increasing the proportion of our energy that is  generated 

from renewable sources. It recognises the importance of wind power as one of the 

constituents of the renewable energy spectrum, alongside biom ass, tidal, wave, PV and 

solar. BJPC has commenced  looking at a community power scheme involving either 

photovoltaics  or Very Low Head Hydro Turbines to the River Trent.  

BJPC understand s the need for contributory solutions from wind power and is aware of  

many excellent wind power schemes  - particularly offshore and onshore on hillsides and  

places of significant wind flow  and very low density populations . However, BJPC is 

mindful that the Government, whilst encouraging wind farm developments, is very clear 

in Public Policy Statement ò(PPS22) Key Principle ( I), that;  

òrenewable energy developments should only be approved where 

the environmental, economic and social impacts can be addressed 

satisfactorily.ó 

In this document BJPC  shall demonstrate conclusively t hat the proposed wind farm will 

have a devastating impact on the lives of the villagers and local rural environment in 

and around Burton Joyce and Stoke Bardolph . We shall also show that , despite its sheer 

volume , the STW Planning Application is seriou sly flawed in many critical area s and why 

the  planning application should be rejected . 

In summary BJPC opposes  this Planning Application for  a proposed wind farm because 

of: - 

1. Unacceptable Visual Intrusion  

The proposed development is totally out of scale with t he surrounding villages 

and  rural landscape. It will intrude unacceptably on the Trent Valley floodplain 

landscape, will be seen by a  large number of  properties, and will alter the existin g 

landscape character adversely . It is also at odds with national an d local planning 

policies.  

 

2. Unacceptable Visual Intrusion in to the Historic Panorama  

The STW Planning Application has completely failed to assess the visual impact of 

the turbines  on the historically important panorama and setting of Lodge Farm 

and other l isted buildings within Burton Joyce. The scheme will  also have a 

significant visual impact up to 20km.  

 

3. Poplars  Sports Ground Closure  

There is a high risk of closure of the local Poplars  Sports Ground due to close  

p roximity to Turbines and res ulting econom ic effects as the Sports Clubs leave the 

ground for HSE and nuisance reasons, v iolat ing  GBCRLP Planning policies . 

 

4. Existing Noise Nuisance   

There is already  available irrefutable e vidence of noise pollution in Burton Joyce 

and Stoke Bardolph from  the exist ing STW sewage works - noise than can be 

heard over  2.5km away . The propose d  wind turbine s would be even no isier and 

located even closer  to over 4500 people . It is therefore classed as extremely high 

risk that further noise pollution and nuisance will occu r which is totally 

unacceptable.  
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5. ETSU-R- 97 Non C ompliance  

The back ground noise surveys carried out by TNEI are seriously flawed due to 

provable changes in circumstances since the noise surveys were carried out that 

they no longer comply even with the co ntroversial ETSU 97 guidelines. Use of 

candidate non specific turbine accentuates the error calculations further.  

 

6. 3000 Affected Homes  

STW has identified nearly  3000 homes at risk of noise intrusion of various types and 

levels of noise pollution  particular ly at night and the weekends. T his proposal is 

right on the door step of a densely populated region of  in excess of 4500 people, 

not a  remote property  at the base of a country  hillside. 

 

7. Specific  Shadow Flicker  Issues to 421 Houses  

STWõs own evidence for shadow f licker  identifies that for a large number of 

residents of Nottingham Road and users of  the Poplars  Sports Ground , the 

duration of flicker will be  significantly higher than the recommended maximum 

levels permitted . 

 

8. Nottingham Road High Impact Area  to 200 Homes  

There is an extremely high risk of a serious erosion in quality of life  and enjoyment 

of the local amenity  through noise, flicker and v isual intrusion to 200 homes on 

Nottingham Road to Millfield Close . The situation will be further exacerbate d by 

the  effect of the  steep hillside directly behind many of these  properties . This fact 

has not been  calculated for or even considered  by STW. 

 

9. Aquifer Contamination  

The proposed Wind Turbines will be built on land contaminated by 100  years of 

sludge and  sewage contamination. There is a high risk that the use of 15  metre 

piles in foundation construction will cause chemical and microbiological 

contamination of the Trent Gravels Aquifer and has been objected to by the 

Environment Agency, it also contravenes  GRLP ENV42 policy. 

 

10. Renewables Target Achieved  

The East Midlands Region, in terms of operational and already consented 

schemes,  is forecast to achieve its 2010  renewable target . There is no pressing 

need for this scheme  in this locality . 

 

11. Further Developm ent  

The likelihood through precedence of further expansion of wind turbine 

developments òdaisy chainingó along the Trent Valley  to the  south of Bulcote and 

Gunthorpe is likely if this proposal is approved.  

 

12. Protection of Bats 

The bat surveys carried out ar e of such low quality  and small area  for a protected 

species that development in its current form would be unlawful.  

 

13. Contravention of Existing Policies  

The turbine  size and close proximity  to a highly densely populated  area s of Burton 

Joyce, Gedling and S toke Bardolph means that the development  will be in  

conflict with over 20  national , regional and local planning policies.  

 

14. Misrepresentation of Details a nd Inconsistencies  by STW  

There are a number of significant assertions  by STW that under analysis ar e found 

to be wanting. These include energy generation figures,  public acceptance and 

omission of key details, an extra turbine  appear ing in shadow flicker analysis and 

the viewpoint analysis being 180 degrees in the wrong direction. Individually they 



Burton Joyce Parish Council Serving the Burton Joyce Community 

 

 

 
June 2010 4 
Response to planning application ς 2010/0289 

are worrying, but cumulatively provide good reason for significant concern about 

the quality and depth of the presentation of this scheme.  

 

15. Candidate Turbines 

The use of non specific general turbines  for use at planning stage is non 

compliant. The ability for s ound assessors to make a judgement based on a 

general turbine that could be new, reconditioned or by different  manufacture rs 

has been proved by precedent to be unreliable.  

 
The aforementioned  are just some of the factors that would unacceptably degrade the  

quality of life and  the  ability of residents to enjoy  their local environment if this wind farm  

were to be constructed.   

It is our strong co ntention that the adverse impact of this scheme has  not been 

addressed sat isfactorily and is one which is sited  in a totally inappropriate location. As 

such we ask t hat this planning application be  rejected.  

This document contains the detail of our arguments and explains the reasoning behind  

why Burton Joyce Parish Council, on behalf of thousands of local residents, o pposes this 

particular wind farm application on this specific site.  

It identifies a number of planning reasons which, individually  would constitute sufficient 

grounds for rejection. When considered together they constitute an overwhelming case 

for refusal of planni ng permission. In so many areas  the ES fails to professionally and 

objectively  assess and quantify the impact , either thr ough omission or minimisation . This 

casts  serious doubt upon the thoroughness with which this docume nt has been 

compiled . As a basis for a rational, fully informed decision it has been found to be 

significantly wanting . 

Comments on BJPCõs response or requests for further information should be directed to: 

Parish Clerk Jackie Dawn  

Burton Joyce Parish Council  

135 Church Road  

Burton  Joyce  

Nottingham  

Email: admin@burtonjoyceparishcouncil.org.uk  

 
 

mailto:admin@burtonjoyceparishcouncil.org.uk
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1.0 VISUAL INTRUSION AFFECTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

Consider the next four statements by a well known body spec ifically written about this 

turbine a pplication at Stoke Bardolph . They state : 

i. The turbines  would become a determining feature in the character of the site 

and the  immedia te surroundings and would have a direct and local 

characterising influence over  the Trent Washlands character area comprising 

the ôTerrace Farmlandsõ and ôRiver Meadowlandsõ sub types within a radius 

extending up to 3.5km from the turbines . 

ii. Significant vis ual effects would be limited to views from settlements up to a 4 -4.5 

km radius  of the proposed wind turbines . These comprise localised parts of Stoke 

Bardolph, Burton  Joyce , Shelford , Gedling, Bulcote, and residents of dispersed 

dwellings in the local area . 

iii. The introduction of the wind turbines  at the Stoke Bardolph sewage treatment 

works would  give rise to significant landscape and visual effects . 

iv. The proposed turbines  would represent prominent new features in the views 

which would give rise  to significant  effects from the majority of dwellings at the 

southern end of the village ( Burton Joyce) . 

One might think th ese were written by  BJPC or an  anti -turbine group but that would be 

wrong. These rather horrendous statement s are contained  in Severn Trent  Water õs own  

Environmental Statement  (Consultants Stephenson Halliday  - reference ES Final.pdf).  

Read the four statements again bearing that in mind.  Our considered opinion is that 

even this striking admission is significantly toned down from the reality  of two 433ft wind 

Turbines each bigger than the Millennium Eye in a flat landscape surrounded by 3000 

houses within 2km . Despite these statements and many others they say:  

òThe conclusion is therefore that the proposal in landscape and visual 

terms should be cons idered acceptable in this locationó 

It is our  contention that these giant structures are not  considered acceptable by the 

vast majority of residents and councillors of Burton Joyce, Stoke Bardolph and Bulcote 

and who se controversial òjudgmentó considers th em acceptable  is explored below . 

1.1 The Three Rural  Villages - Burton Joyce, Stoke Bardolph and  Bulcote  

Burton Joyce, Stoke Bardolph and Bulcote are small villages based on the eastern tip of 

Nottingham. All 3 have long histories of small rural village life and gentle development  

going back before the times of Henry VIII . Separated from the urban sprawl of 

Nottingham by a mere 1200  metres of fields  

allocated as greenbelt.  

Industry is almost non -existent in this area as they 

are residential villages o f significant charm and 

stature, occasionally interspersed with village 

shops, Post Offices,  the  Co -op and  4 public 

houses. 

Apart from 3 elegant Church Spires this is a low rise 

landscape set in the Trent Floodplain  in a section 

of a glacial U shape valley. Burton Joyce and 

Bulcote nestle up to the valley hillsides which only 

rise to 80 metres above sea level with the 1000  metre wide floodplain just 20  metres 

above sea level at this point. Stoke Bardolph,  the smallest of the  villages,  sits in the lush 








































































































































































































































