
The Old School Building  

A Regeneration Project to Breathe New Life into the Village Centre 

 

Burton Joyce Parish Council is seeking to undertake a significant project in the centre of the village to 

regenerate the site of the Old School Building on Main Street.  The aim is to create an attractive, 

adaptable open space, which will play a central role in the life of the community and provide a 

much-needed outside hub for activities and events, which in turn will help drive the local economy. 

“Creating a modern, attractive, well used public space in the centre of our village will not 

only increase its vibrancy but also provide a host of other benefits…. creating a community 

heart that will properly serve the residents of tomorrow, catering for future demands and 

economic conditions, encouraging interaction between our schools, our shops, our cafes 

and pubs and existing community spaces and incorporating layers of use that complement 

each other. This is a wide reaching and holistic regeneration project that adds significant 

value to our local community”   

Cllr Laurence King, Chair of the Old School Building Phase II Committee. 

Background 

The Old School was established under Trust in the village centre in 1890 and functioned as a school 

until the 1960s, at which point it diverted from its primary educational purpose and became the 

headquarters of the British Conservation Trust of Volunteers (BCTV) who paid a peppercorn rent to 

the Old School Trust. In 2016 the BCTV were no longer in a position to remain in the building and in 

February 2017 The Parish Council agreed to a 30-year lease with a view to extending it to 125 years, 

subject to discussions with the Old School Trust as to how the site might be developed for the 

benefit of the whole village, through the re-investments of public funds from the purchase of the 

long lease.  In May 2018 the 125-year lease was purchased and a ‘call out’ went to the community to 

seek interested parties to become involved in developing ideas for the site.   

Initial Consultation 
 
A newly formed ‘Old School Building Phase II’ committee, which included local design, planning and 
heritage experts, consulted with the managers of existing local facilities, entered into discussions 
with Nottinghamshire County Council and Inspire regarding library provision, visited multiple village 
library, hub, and service centres, held discussions with County Youth Services regarding facilities for 
young people and met with cycle network charity, Sustrans. By embarking on this process, it was 
clear that whilst a new building was not needed in the village, an open, flexible, partially covered 
social space was.   Further consultation in March 2019 with local clubs and societies demonstrated 
that 82% of the respondents would welcome the addition of a canopied outdoor space on the site, in 



preference to a new building, thus supporting the findings of the Committee. This was reinforced by 
the Neighbourhood Plan household survey of 2017 which found that 60% of residents sought the 
establishment of a community garden.  The concluding design brief which went to potential 
contractors was: 
 

To provide an open, accessible, outdoor, flexible, 
covered community space with a garden to  
create / reinforce the heart of the village. 

 
 

Creating a Community Space 
 
  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of key importance to the design is that it is multi-use and flexible, allowing seating or staging to be 

added and removed as required and for there to be covered structures to enable usage for different 

events such as markets, school plays or concerts.  The quality of the space will affect how well it is 

used and it is envisaged that the facility will be enjoyed by different groups of the community at 

different times of the day.   

Activities: Children’s Creative Play / School Educational Trips / Organised Activities for Young People 

/ Concerts / Theatre Productions / Religious Services / Social Gatherings / Exhibition Space for Clubs 

& Societies / Club Events / Organised Gardening Activities / Coffee Mornings / Community Markets 

Users: Children, Teenagers, Home Workers, 60+, Nursery and Schools, Clubs and Societies, indeed all 

residents of the village. 

Goals: To promote health and well-being and have an educational benefit  

Values: Environmental conscience. Encouraging local enterprise.  



The project also aims to provide a central information point through the re-design of the front of the 

building, enabling better access and more welcoming entrance and to enhance the use of Church 

Hall and Carnarvon Room through an improvement of the surrounding land.  

Beyond the Walls of the Old School Building 
 
Importantly this project could be a catalyst to wider improvements to the centre of the village as a 
whole.  The Parish Council will be pursuing the need for a more pedestrian and environmentally 
friendly centre as part of its wider strategy. As the 3,500 strong population is constantly expanding, 
so the need for improvement becomes increasingly vital. Large scale and in-fill housing 
developments within and beyond the immediate confines of Burton Joyce and current road 
expansions are putting significant pressure on the valuable rural, community and the structural 
fabric of the village. Separate funding streams will be sought for this second planned phase.  
However, crucial to achieving this goal is the success of the development of the Old School site and 
its integration into the wider plan.  
 

      
 

Shared Pedestrian and Vehicle Space Concepts 
 

Project Funding 
 
In November 2017 a meeting took place between the Trustees of the Old School Trust, The 

Southwell Diocese, as custodian trustee to the OST, and the Parish Council in which it was agreed 

that £300k (£225k from the purchase of the lease + existing funds) would be re-invested in the 

development of the site in order to benefit the whole village. In order to do this the ‘objects’ of the 

Trust would need to be changed from its current remit which is “to promote the education of 

persons under the age of 25 who are in need of financial assistance and resident in the area of 

benefit”.  With such a significant injection of funds to the charity from the Parish Council, it was 

agreed that changing the objects to allow for the development of the site would have a far greater 

impact on the whole community, including young people.  

Following a presentation to the Trustees in October 2019 and an agreement that the Trust would 
change the objects to enable the project to commence, a formal grant application for £300,000 was 



submitted to the Old School Trust in August 2020. The Parish Council currently awaits a decision 
from the 3 Trustees (The Vicar and 2 Parish Church Wardens). 
 
This initial funding is key to enabling any further funding to be sought.  Demonstrating an investment 

contribution from the community considerably enhances the ability to raise further funding, which 

will be vital for this and village centre improvements.  The scope and scale of plans for the village 

centre are therefore significantly impacted by the response of the Trust.  Further potential sources 

of funding include the Lottery Fund and ‘Section 106’ and ‘Community Infrastructure Levy’, both of 

which are levies paid by housing developers to the Borough Council and passed on to the Parish 

Council where appropriate to alleviate the associated pressures from additional housing in the 

village. The Parish Council also has the support of Nottinghamshire County and Gedling Borough 

Councillors in this transformative project, ensuring full backing from all relevant parties.  

Looking to the future 
 
As well as providing a tangible benefit to the current residents of Burton Joyce, the investment will 
have longevity through the improvements to the fabric of the building in the re-design of its 
entrance plus the low-maintenance, sustainable re-design for the outdoor space, including 
replacement of the broken and cracked tarmac surfaces with more environmentally friendly 
permeable ones, the removal of the unsightly temporary outdoor class-room and the installation of 
a permanent storage facility, all of which add immediate value to the site.  Further to this, with the 
growing awareness of climate change, ensuring any scheme created is sympathetic to the future of 
our environment is of key importance, particularly in terms of any planting and landscaping.  
 

For More Information 

Please read the grant application and presentation, which are both available on the Parish Council’s 

Website at https://www.burtonjoyceparishcouncil.org.uk/old-school-building/ along with a link to 

the Neighbourhood Plan.  

We’d love to hear your views….. 

We are keen to receive feedback on these important plans and would love to hear from you.  Once 

the funding can be established there will be a full consultation process, with more detailed design 

ideas presented.  It would be great to get your feedback and any ideas of what you think should be 

included in the designs whilst it is still in its early phases of planning and development, so please 

help us and get in touch by emailing admin@burtonjoyceparishcouncil.org.uk.  
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